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Most of us can remember the absolute beauty of the Centennial Mall when it was first built.  How we all showed it off to our visitors. How proud we were and how many photos and paintings were made of this beautiful sight.

Over the years, our pride in this prominent place in the middle of our capitol city has slowly turned to shame as the lack of maintenance and care has made the Mall not only ugly, but very dangerous for pedestrians.


Attempts to redo the Mall have been made over the years, but never have got beyond the wishing stage, because of lack of money. So the eyesore continues to make us steer our visitors clear of this part of town. Lincolnites and Nebraskans alike are no longer proud of this once famous icon of our state.


Now, finally, there is a good chance that we can accomplish our dream of restoring this mall that connects the two great institutions of our state, the Capitol Building and the University of Nebraska.


The city has some tax increment funds available for its contribution to the plan. If the State and the University, and private donors will also step up to the plate, we can make the Mall an even greater symbol of our state than ever before.


Next Tuesday, a public discussion and a showing of some suggested plans will take place at the Scottish Rite Temple, 322 Centennial Mall from 4 to 6 pm. Your participation and input is needed.  Your chance to Influence the project is at hand! I urge you to attend, and discuss with the planners the various ideas that can be incorporated into the project.


Remember. It’s from 4 to 6PM next Tuesday, at the Scottish Rite Temple, 322 Centennial Mall. Your thoughts and ideas are important. We hope to see you there.

I’m Roger Larson, and that’s the way I see it.


###
Listen to Roger Larson’s Perspectives each Tuesday and Thursday on KLIN 1400AM, or view them on KLIN.com  Your comments are invited.  Reach Roger at LarsonRT@aol.com, or call him at 488-9479.

